Richard Shacklady

To: www.sortoutstarkholmestraffic.co.uk
Subject: MEETING - SUPPORT FROM 43

Evnin' All,

My wife and i came to the meeting 2 weeks ago and you have our full support in your objectives, However, having lived
here for 33 years now, these issues have been on the Agenda and never resolved for all that time. The initial campaigns
and protests were led by Alan Bond from Tor Rise who got elected to the Council in pursuance of the cause some 25
years ago. Starkholmes has always been dumped on by the respective Councils over the years when it came to traffic
control.

Further ,about 8 years ago when Sainsbury's was at the Planning stage much the same cast of characters, led by
Councillor Walter Burrows from Derbyshire Council along wit senior police officers came along to a packed village hall
and then as now they were not listening , they had already made up their minds.

So here goes with some thoughts, comments, suggestions:

- Meeting, very good well attended BUT too much time allowed for officials to almost filibuster events with platitudes and
not enough time for the full force and depth of residents to express themselves. Police - very poor and weak , we are
not a part of crime ridden inner Nottingham where the Police are ignored. If the Police stopped a few motorists around
here they would be taken seriously . We can not accept their criteria for doing nothing, with 2 schools, a church, oft
forgot but on a dangerous bend , all on a road which is single track in many parts it screams out for a full 30 mph limit
and derestrictor to 20 mph 200 yards either side of the schools enforced with a speed camera on the north flow above
the schools and just off the bend from Pump Close. It would make a fortune given the speed cars whiz down past the
end of Pump Close. Council Officials - not listening, and cynical; the biggest offenders on the rat run are Council
workers who live South of the A6 - Cromford, Wirksworth, Carsington Ashbourne and Belper/Ambergate. That is why
the North flow is highest in the morning and in the evening the South flow is not quite as high because many returning
home clog up Crown Square to cross the bridge and turn left down the A6. Both those officials were at the session with
Walter Burrows and they have not changed their minds - the reason is because its their ill conceived plan and they will
not listen to any other view , indeed one of them has a vested interest in doing nothing because he is a rat runner. The
same official accuses the residents of being the problem, i did not hear an apology, indeed he restated his view in last
weeks Mercury ( why did the editor permit that to happen.) He ought to either resign or be moved to another job, he has
too much baggage to make an Objective recommendation on the mess he has got traffic into in Matlock and best of all
he does not live in Matlock so he does not have to suffer the mess. WE ought to express no confidence in his

judgment in that role. ( | suspect he is the official who will not even reconsider re opening the bridge to 2 way traffic for
cars only; there is room for a roundabout without destroying the tree.The facade is that, a facade., of no historic
importance and could be moved backward . The original tram shelter in Crown Square was removed into the park.).
Crown Square and the bridge traffic flows are key fo Starkholmes traffic.

- Issue 1, We ought to represent the whole road from Willersly end Junction to Church Street end Junction . The issues
affect all who live along this area.

-Issue 2 , Speed , has been an issue for 33 years , at one time there were 3 schools and the fact that there has not
been a fatality is miraculous. There have been many crashes and damage to residents cars particularly North bound
down the hill. At all times of day and night people speed , usually non residents .

- Issue 3, Volume , has doubled in the past 2 years caused by Crown Square/Bridge traffic changes. The road cannot
take the volume and type of traffic it now gets. In the mornings you can count batches of 4 -7 cars at a time coming
down Starkholmes from about 7.30 onward til 9.00 , reflecting the traffic light changes at Cromford A6 junction.

-Issue 4 , Schools and Cars , this has got worse with Primary School parents the worst at abusing/ignoring safe
parking rules and making it very difficult for residents to travel up or down the road. 4x4 are the worst, they clog up the
entry to the Cattery , park part on road part on pavement,park on corner of Tor Rise junction.

- Issue 5 School Buses , have you ever tried to drive up Starkholmes Road at 3.20 onward , 6 buses block the road
such that you cannot see past them and have to pull out blind on to the north lane. Why can't they use the rotary road in
the school grounds and go in at the bottom gate, park pick up the kids and exit at the top gate ? Simple, and clear and
safer road for residents cars.
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A suggestion which will not solve above but will help maintain momentum. Get some car stickers printed - for rear
windows , luminous yellow or green or orange background as per your web sticker . If enough of us put it into our car
windows the rat runners would see it as would the rest of Matlock - including the cynics in the Council Offices.

Thanks for reading this , best of luck.
Richard and Judy Shacklady

Pump Close
43 Starkholmes Road
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