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I was saddened to hear that Dr Ian Gibson, the former Member of
Parliament for Norwich North, had decided to retire before the end of this
Parliament. We will all miss his many contributions to science in Parliament,
and I know that many Members of Parliament want to thank Ian for the
tremendous effort that he made in this policy area, including his impressive
work on cancer.

I had just completed an article for the June edition of Future Medicinal
Chemistry on the Government’s re-organisation of its structures and on its
new sense of direction on R&D that emerged during the last two years
when my article immediately became out of date, with the Government’s
announcement of a merger of the Department of Innovation, Universities
and Skills (DIUS) with the Department of Business, Enterprise and
Regulatory Reform (DBERR), to form the Department of Business,
Innovation and Skills (DBIS). 

Some commentators have criticised already the transfer of further and
higher education into this overweight department rather than back into the
Department for Children, Families and Schools (DCFS). 

This merger also means an end to the short-lived Innovation, Universities,
Science and Skills (IUSS) Select Committee. Those of us who have served
on the IUSS Committee have felt tensions between covering education and
skills on the one hand and the STEM subjects on the other. 

I have been critical of the loss of the cross-cutting remit that the former
Science and Technology Select Committee had and have called, along with
many others, for the reformation of this Committee. It is pleasing, therefore,
that the Government has listened and that the Committee will be re-
formed.

The Public Analysts Service has been in a state of decline for several years
now. In 1959, there were 150 Public Analysts working in 45 laboratories;
today, only 21 laboratories remain and 27 of the remaining Public Analysts
are over the age of 50. The Food Standards Agency was set up in 2000, so
what have they done to address this problem since then?

The IUSS Committee has recommended the appointment of a Chief
Engineering Adviser to the Government and the Welsh Assembly will shortly
appoint their first Chief Scientific Adviser.

Dr Brian Iddon MP
Chairman,
Editorial Board
Science in Parliament
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